Bt was a journey of faith ...

as the Waldensians endured their exile from the Alpine Valleys of Italy to America. Relive their experi-
ence on a tour of the Waldensian Trail of Faith, which brings their struggles to life, commemorates their
sacrifices, and celebrates their triumphs.

Peer into the cave where the Waldensians worshiped in secret. Gaze upon the mountainside to the sem-
inary where they translated the first full Bible into French. See their homes and the community oven where
they baked bread. These are but a few of the monuments and buildings that portray this incredible story.

Known as “people of the book,” the Waldensians were embedded in the scriptures - they lived by it and died for it. They were -~~~

tortured, exiled, and martyred, and still the faith that drove them from the Alpine Valleys of Italy to the foothills of North Card[ina
survived. The “Trail of Faith’ is their story. Each exhibit bears witness to the journey that led them from the time of the apostles1
one continent to anotl'ler, in search of rellglous freedom and a future for their famllles
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Give us a day. We'll give you a millennium!

* Great day trip opportunity for middle school ages to senior adults

* Open year-round at your convenience and accessible to all

* Located 7 minutes off [-40 between Hickory and Morganton, NC

- Custom tours from 2 to 8 hours (when combined with other attractions)

+ Admission for Guided Tours: Adults $9; Seniors $8; College $6; K-12 $4
- Catered ltalian Meal: $10 each (optional)

Contact Anthony Collins, Director at 828-874-1893 or toll-free 800-635-4778 for more information.

Other \aldese Attractions

WALDENSIAN MUSEUM. Recognized as one of the top
small museums in the state the Waldensian Museum features a
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OUTD0,0R DRAMA “From This Day Forward.” Each
Summey, the Waldensian story is relived through this outdoor
drama,,’which traces the Waldensians historical journey from

the Yalleys of northern Italy to America.

WALDENSIAN WINERY. Step back in time to the days when
the Waldensians tended acres of vineyards and harvested grapes.
See how they people lived off the land and experience the tradi-
tions surrounding life as it was.

THE OLD ROCK SCHOOL RAILWAY MUSEUM. This
unique museum preserves the history of the railroad in western
North Carolina. Replicas, artifacts, heirlooms, records and keep-
sakes related to the founding of Valdese.

WALDENSIAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. Completed

in 1899 and still in use today, the Waldensian Presbyterian
Church is a beautiful example of Romanesque architecture.
The colorful stained glass windows carry the seals of the ancient

Reformed churches of Europe and the Presbyterian churches
of Mexico, Korea, and Brazil.

VALDESE HERITAGE ARTS MUSEUM. The center

offers a great selection of unique gifts on exhibit and for

sale, including , but not limited to original paintings, pottery,
needle-work, wood-carvings, hand-crafted furniture, ceramic
sculptures, stained glass, photography, jewelljy, ﬂoral arrangements,
greeting cards, quilts, and home-made soap. All items are
handmade by local artisans.

WALDENSIAN TRAIL OF FAITH, INC.
828-874-1893 or toll-free 800-635-4778
email: trailoffaith1893@embarqmail.com

Ww.waldensiantrailoffaith.com

A MILLENNIUM OF PERSEVERANCE, FAITH & TRIUMPH

EXPERIENCE THE

- JOURNEY

“A remarkable people o BT,
with a fascinating story.” JUPPEL

Julia Carpenter, - -7

NC Weekend Reporter PR -

UNC TV PBS

Tra{l of Faith

VALDESE, NORTH CAROLINA | 800-635-4778



“...one of the most remarkable sites
B have ever witnessed in this country.”

Pastor William P. Grady,

Macedonia Baptist Church, Michigan

A Walk Through Waldensian History
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The Waldensian Trail of Faith is an II-acre
Outdoor Museum that tells the inspiring history of
the Waldensians back to the time of the apostles.

The property contains 15 buildings and monuments
(re-created in full scale from the alps of Italy) that

portray each phase of the journey.

The Trail of Faith, Inc. is a non-profit 501(C)3 that
graciously accepts donations to help us continue to
tell the amazing story for generations to come.
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“0 am highly recommending that people
make a day trip to see the Trail of Raith.”

Laura Hultquist, Charlotte, North Carolina
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Catinat's War - 9,000
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Pastor Henri Arnaud

General Charles

1848

“The Edict of

Emancipation,” by

Tra{l of Faith

www.waldensiantrailoffaith.com
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The ﬁrst group of
29 Waldensians arrive

1901
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Industry comes to
Valdese (Waldensian
Hosiery Mill), first of

Peter Waldo converts;
establishes the “Poor
Men of Lyon”
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Waldo and followers
excommunicated and
exiled, found sanctuary
in Waldensian

Valleys

I
The Poor of Lyon

grows stronger;
ultimately, the School
of the Barbas is
established

Cataneo’s War against
the Waldensians,
ignited by Pope

Innocent VII

‘Waldenses join
the Reformation;
commission Olivetan
to translate the Bible
into French

“The Piedmontese
Easter,” a l'\orrific
massacre of

Waldensians

Louis XIV demands
destruction of the

Waldensian Church

Waldensians slain;
12,000 Waldensians
imprisone&; 3,000
exiled to Switzerland

and 900 Waldensian
fighters retake their
homeland in Italy

Beckwith visits the
Valleys, stays over
30 years, builds
165 schools for
Waldensians

King Chatles Albert
grants Waldensians
civil liberties

in Burke County,
foun&ir\g Valclese, NC

many to come



