
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
2. Invocation 
3. Pledge of Allegiance  

 
4. Informational Items: 

A. Communication Notes 
B. Reading Material  

 
5. Open Forum/Public Comment 

A. Recognition of the Valdese Tigers Football PeeWee Team  
 

6. Consent Agenda 
All items below are considered to be routine by the Town Council and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items 
unless a Council Member so requests. In which event, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered under Item 7.  

A. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of January 3, 2022 
B. Approval of Special Meeting Minutes of January 13, 2022 

 
7. New Business 

A. Public Hearing for BDI Economic Development Incentive  
B. Introduction of New Employee  
C. Foundation Forward Update  
D. Public Hearing for Community Development Block Grant Closeout  
E. Public Hearing for Re-Zoning Application 1-11-21 Pons/Burke County Habitat  
F. Adoption of the Valdese Town Council Zoning Map Amendment Consistency Statement  
G. Award of Bid for Permanent Stage at Temple Field  
H. Approval of FY 22-23 Audit Contract – Lowdermilk Church & Co., LLP  
I. Budget Amendment  

 
8. Manager’s Report  

A. Concerts at the Rock presents: Darin and Brooke Aldridge, February 5, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. 
B. Coffee with the Chief, February 10, 2022, 9:00 a.m. at Old World Baking Company 
C. Public Safety Building Workshop, February 15, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. Old Rock School 

Auditorium 
D. Concerts at the Rock presents: Sister Sadie, March 5, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. 
E. Next Council meeting scheduled for Monday, March 7, 2022, 6:00 p.m.  

 
9. Mayor and Council Comments 

 
10. Adjournment 

 
 

 
 

Town of Valdese 
Town Council Meeting 

Valdese Town Hall 
102 Massel Avenue SW, Valdese 

Monday, February 7, 2022 
6:00 P.M. 
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The Town of Valdese holds all public meetings in accessible rooms. Special requests for accommodation should be submitted by 
individuals with disabilities at least 48 hours before the scheduled meeting time. Contact Town Hall at 828-879-2120 or TDD Phone 
Line (hearing impaired) 1-800-735-2962. 
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COMMUNICATION NOTES 
 
To:  Mayor Watts 
  Town Council 
 
From:   Seth Eckard, Town Manager 
 
Date:  February 4, 2022 
 
Subject: Monday, February 7, 2022 Council Meeting  
 
6.    Consent Agenda: 
 

 
A. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for January 3, 2022 

 
B. Approval of Special Meeting Minutes for January 13, 2022 

 
7.    New Business: 
 

A. Public Hearing for Burke Business Park 

Burke Development, Inc., President & CEO Alan Wood will present the proposed project to build 
up to 500,000 sq. ft. of distribution space in the Burke Business Park. The project will create up 
to 72 jobs over three to five years and the company will invest approximately $35-$42 M when 
construction is complete. This will take lots A, B, C in the park. As a funding partner of the Burke 
Business Park; BDI requests the Town of Valdese support the project by conveying 
approximately 23.6 acres as the local incentive.  The market value is estimated at $944,000.  A 
map of the Business Park is included in the agenda packet.  
 
Requested Action: Staff recommends that Council approve the request to conveying 
approximately 23.6 acres to Burke Business Park.  
 

B. Introduction of New Employee 
 
Parks & Recreation Director David Andersen will introduce new employee Alex Bustle, Aquatics 
& Fitness Supervisor 
 

C. Foundation Forward Update 
 
Perry Snider, Operations Manager for Foundation Forward, Inc., will be at the meeting to give 
Council an update on the progress of the Charters of Freedom Park. 
 

D. Public Hearing for Community Development Block Grant Close Out 
 
WPCOG Community Development Administrator Lisa Helton will present the closeout of the 
Scattered Site Housing Project, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Number 17-C-
2986.  The grant rehabilitated six houses in the city limits of Valdese.  CDBG funds provided 93% 
of the total expenditures. The total budget was $350,600 and local funds for $25,000.    Five of 
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the homeowners were low income elderly citizens of Valdese.  One household was a low income 
family with two children.  The program improved their quality of life with the housing upgrades 
made to their homes. 
 

E. Public Hearing for Re-Zoning Application 1-11-21 Pons/Burke County Habitat 
 
Planning Director Larry Johnson will present the proposed re-zoning requested by Leon and Betty 
Pons and Habitat for Humanity Burke County for four vacant properties located on Margaret Street 
NW from B-2 General Business District to R-8 Residential District.  The R-8 Residential District 
allows for residential development. Enclosed in your agenda packet is a memo, a Valdese 
Planning Board Zoning Map Amendment Consistency Statement, proof of advertisement in the 
newspaper, and a map showing the re-zoning area. 
 
Requested Action: Staff recommends that Council approve the re-zoning as presented.  
 

F. Adoption of the Valdese Town Council Zoning Map Amendment Consistency Statement 

Planning Director Larry Johnson will present the Valdese Town Council Zoning Map Amendment 
Consistency Statement. The adoption of a consistency statement is new to Council. No later than 
July 2021, all towns were required to adopt changes from the planning statutes amended by the 
General Assembly (160D). Valdese adopted the 160D amendments in June 2021. General 
Statute 160D-605 and Section 9-3142 of the Valdese Zoning Ordinance states that before 
adoption or rejection of any zoning amendment, adoption of a statement describing whether its 
action is consistent with the adopted land use plan and reasonable and in the public interest by 
the Town Council. 
 
Requested Action: Staff recommends that Council adopt the Valdese Town Council Zoning Map 
Consistency Statement, as presented.  
 

G. Award of Bid for Permanent Stage at Temple Field 

Enclosed in the agenda packet is a memo from Community Affairs Director Morrissa Angi, a project 
outline, and bid estimates for constructing a permanent stage on the Temple Field at the Old Rock 
School. Staff recommends the bid be awarded to the lowest bidder, Houck Contracting, LLC, in 
the amount of $53,450.00. (Other bids: Hefner Construction - $53, 500.00, and Jeff McGee - 
$55,000.00 with Stone or $47,000.00 with Stone Caps.) Funding has been secured through 
various donations and savings from annual stage rentals. Ms. Angi will be at the meeting to 
discuss. 

 
Requested Action: Staff recommends that Council award the bid to the lowest bidder, Houck 
Contracting, LLC, in the amount of $53,450.00.  
 

H. Approval of FY22-23 Audit Contract – Lowdermilk Church & Co., LLP 
 
Enclosed in the agenda packet is a memo from Finance Director Bo Weichel and a contract with 
Lowdermilk Church & Co., LLP, to audit the Town’s accounts for FY22, in the amount of 
$16,800.00. The contract price last year was $16,310.00.  This $490.00 increase is due to 
additional compliance reporting requirements for ARP funding.  
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Requested Action: Staff recommends that Council approve the FY22 audit contract in the 
amount of $16,800.00. 
 

I. Budget Amendment 

Enclosed in the agenda packet is a budget amendment prepared by Finance Director Bo Weichel. 
This amendment will move funds to the appropriate account. Mr. Weichel will be at the meeting to 
present. 
 
Requested Action: Staff recommends that Council approve the budget amendment as presented. 
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VALDESE FIRE DEPARTMENT 

ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT-2021 
THE BELOW REPORT OUTLINES THE ACTIVITIES PERFORMED BY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT DURING 
2021.  THE REPORT SHOWS THE AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT ON EACH ACTIVITY AND ALSO THE TYPE 
AND NUMBER OF EMERGENCY RESPONSES. 
  
 
  ACTIVITY / FUNCTION    TOTAL HOURS 
 
 STATION DUTY     1924 HOURS 
  
 VEHICLE DUTY     1249 HOURS 
 
 EQUIPMENT DUTY       735 HOURS 
 

ON-DUTY EMERGENCY RESPONSES     652 HOURS 
 

TRAINING      1555 HOURS 
 
 FIRE ADMINISTRATION    2349 HOURS 
 
 TRAINING ADMINISTRATION        89 HOURS 
 
 MEETINGS        156 HOURS 
 
 FIRE PREVENTION ADMINISTRATION     444 HOURS 
 

FIRE PREVENTION INSPECTIONS     279 HOURS 
 
  TOTAL NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS PERFORMED: 211      
  TOTAL NUMBER OF VIOLATIONS:   810  
 
 PUBLIC RELATIONS       108 HOURS 
 

HYDRANT MAINTENANCE      159 HOURS 
 

SAFETY ADMINISTRATION/INSPECTIONS    260 HOURS 
 

SAFE KIDS ADMIN/CRS INSPECTIONS       80 HOURS 
 
 OFF-DUTY EMERGENCY RESPONSES     499 HOURS 
 
 OFF-DUTY TRAINING       514 HOURS 
  
 FIRE/MEDICAL STANDBY        96 HOURS 
 

PHYSICAL TRAINING       152 HOURS 
 
TOTAL TRAINING MANHOURS: 

    (INCLUDES VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS)  3082 HOURS 
 
 
    FIRE RESPONSES:   173 
 
    MEDICAL RESPONSES:  386 
      
    FIRE/MEDICAL RESPONSES:  17 
 
    TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONSES: 576   
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VALDESE FIRE DEPARTMENT - MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT 
DECEMBER 1st-31st, 2021 

THE BELOW REPORT OUTLINES THE ACTIVITIES PERFORMED BY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER, 2021.  THE REPORT SHOWS THE AMOUNT OF TIME 
SPENT ON EACH ACTIVITY AND THE TYPE AND NUMBER OF EMERGENCY FIRE 
DEPARTMENT RESPONSES. 
  
  ACTIVITY / FUNCTION     MONTHLY TOTAL 

 STATION DUTY       189 HOURS 

 VEHICLE DUTY         84 HOURS 

 EQUIPMENT DUTY         47 HOURS 

EMERGENCY RESPONSES (ON DUTY)       52 HOURS 

TRAINING (ON DUTY)         25 HOURS 

FIRE ADMINISTRATION      151 HOURS 

TRAINING ADMINISTRATION          5 HOURS 

 MEETINGS            9 HOURS 

 FIRE PREVENTION ADMINISTRATION       86 HOURS 

FIRE PREVENTION INSPECTIONS       37 HOURS 

  TYPE   NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS VIOLATIONS 
  ASSEMBLY    5   30 
  BUSINESS    2   0 
  DAYCARE    0   0 
  FACTORY    2   0 
  HAZARDOUS    1   0 
  INSTITUIONAL    0   0 
  MERCANTILE    1   3  
  RESIDENTIAL    1   0 
  STORAGE    3   62 
  UTILITY/MISC    0   0 
  REINSPECTIONS   13   36 
  TOTAL:    28   131 
  
 PUBLIC RELATIONS       11 HOURS 

HYDRANT MAINTENANCE        0 HOURS 

SAFETY ADMINISTRATION      15 HOURS  

SAFE KIDS ADMIN/CRS INSPECTIONS       3 HOURS 

 EXTRA DUTY FIRES       18 HOURS 

NON-DEPARTMENTAL DUTIES        0 HOURS 

EXTRA DUTY TRAINING        1 HOURS 

EXTRA DUTY FIRE/MED STANDBY       0 HOURS 

 PHYSICAL TRAINING       12 HOURS 

 EXTRA DUTY MEDICAL RESPONSES     21 HOURS 

 VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER TRAINING     70 HOURS 

TOTAL TRAINING MANHOURS:     85 HOURS 

 
 
 
 
 

PAGE ONE 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT EMERGENCY RESPONSES: 
 
  FIRE:       MONTHLY TOTAL 
   
  FIRE ALARM       3 
  MUTUAL AID TO STATION 63     6 

MUTUAL AID TO STATION 66     1 
MUTUAL AID TO STATION 67     3 
ELECTRICAL HAZARD      1 

  ILLEGAL BURN      1 
  SMOKE SCARE/INVESTIGATION    3 
  SERVICE CALL       2 
  VEHICLE FIRE       0 
  STANDBY        0 
          20 

MEDICAL: 
   
  ABDOMINAL PAIN      1 
  ALLERGIC REACTION      0 
  ANIMAL BITE       0 

ASSAULT       0 
  ASSIST EMS       1 
  BACK PAIN       0 
  CANCELLED ENROUT      0 
  CARDIAC       0 
  CHEST PAIN       0 
  CHOKING       0 
  CODE BLUE       0 
  DIABETIC       2 
  DOA        1 
  FAINTING       2 

 FALL        6 
 HEADACHE       0 
 HEMORRHAGE       0 

  OTHER        4 
  OVERDOSE/INTOXICATED     1 
  PREGNACY       0 
  PSYCHIATRIC       0 
  RESPIRATORY       3 
  SEIZURE       1 
  SICK        3 
  STROKE       1 
  TRAUMATIC       0 
  UNCONSCIOUS       0 
  UNKNOWN       0 
          26 
  FIRE AND MEDICAL:         

   
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT     1 
        1 

    
TOTAL RESPONSES:    47 

 
 

 
                 ______________________________________         

                                   GREG STAFFORD, CHIEF 
                              VALDESE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
 
 

PAGE TWO 
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visitvaldese.com Visits (reported from Dec 27-Jan 16) 1,677

townofvaldese.com Visits(reported from Dec 27-Jan 16) 4,701

# of followers 14,192

Total # of engaged 174,665

Daily Total Reach 138,986

Approximate # of Visitors to the Tourism/CA Office 118

Old Rock School Rental Breakdown
AUDITORIUM 0
TEACHER'S COTTAGE 10
WALDENSIAN ROOM 4
CLASSROOMS 2
MAJOR EVENT (ENTIRE SCHOOL) 2

Major Events Held at the Old Rock School Average Number of Attendees

Tim Raybon Band Concert, Steel Magnolias 210

Monthly Old Rock School Rentals 18

Old Rock School Total Attendance 900

Community Affairs & Tourism Monthly Stats

CA Summary for January 2022

Community Affairs Stats

Tourism Statistics

January 2022

Facebook 
Top 5 Pages Viewed: Utilities, Blog: State of Emergency Declaration, Career Opportunities, Recreation, Blog: How to Pay Your Utility Bill

Zoho Social Media Monthly Report: Positive vs. Negative Feedback 
Positive 99.29%

Negative .71%

January is full of preparation and planning for the Community Affairs Department. Booking of Summer entertainment for the Family Friday Nights Concert Series 

and Waldensian Festival was finalized, as well as a few bookings for the 2022-2023 Bluegrass at the Rock season. Food truck/vendor applications were created for 

the Independence Day Celebration to be held on July 1st.  Planning for the Spring Craft Market set for April 30th included distribution of vendor applications, 

design of marketing materials, and drafting an outline of the vendor layout on Temple Field. Materials for the second annual Lucky Leprechaun Hunt are in the 

making and prizes have been ordered. The first Main Street Meeting of the year was held on January 13th and a great success. Discussion of Downtown's past 

triumphs and brainstorming for future ways to enhance life in Valdese took place with 9 members present. The Old Rock School saw a busy month of rental 

bookings, hosted the Tim Raybon Band bluegrass concert, and Old Colony Player's production of "Steel Magnolias". 

TOP FIVE MARKETS: Morganton, Valdese, Hickory, Lenoir, Drexel
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Employee Name Position Previous Position Department Date of Event

Promotions
Eric Wilson Water Plant Superintendent Water Plant Operator A Water Plant 1/17/2022

New Hires

Alex Bustle Fitness & Aquatics Supervisor Parks & Rec Department 1/10/2022

Transfers

     Town of Valdese Personnel Report                                                                                                          
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TOWN OF VALDESE 
TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 3, 2022 
 
The Town of Valdese Town Council met on Monday, January 3, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., in the Town Council 
Chambers at Town Hall, 102 Massel Avenue SW, Valdese, North Carolina.  The following were present:  
Mayor Leonard “Charlie” Watts, Councilwoman Frances Hildebran, Councilwoman Rexanna Lowman, 
Councilman J. Andrew Thompson, Councilman Keith Ogle and Councilman Paul Mears. Also present were: 
Town Attorney Tim Swanson, Town Manager Seth Eckard, and various Department Heads. 
 
Absent: Town Clerk Jessica Lail 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
Mayor Watts called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. He offered the invocation and led in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag.  
 
OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT: Mayor Pro Tem Frances Hildebran read the Rules & Procedures for 
Public Comment.  
 
Rule 5.   Public Comment    
Any individual or group who wishes to address the council shall inform the town clerk, any time prior to the 
start of the meeting, and provide their name, address and subject matter about which they wish to speak.  
Comments should be limited to five minutes per speaker.   
 
CONGRATULATIONS – SANDY WALKER, 124 MAIN ST. W, VALDESE: Ms. Walker congratulated the 
newly incoming Council.  Ms. Walker shared that the Council is in her prayers and gave each elected 
Council member a non-denomination devotional book.  Ms. Walker said that her door was always open to 
help the community and shared the scripture Proverbs 29:2. 
 
REGOGNITION OF THE VALDESE MASTERS SWIM TEAM: Parks and Recreation Director David 
Andersen shared that several members of the Valdese Masters Swimmers participated in the NC State 
Senior Games in the fall.  Mr. Anderson introduced and recognized the swimmers and thanked them for 
their participation.  
 
UPDATE FROM OLD COLONY PLAYERS: Edyth Pruitt, General Manager of Old Colony Players 
presented a 2021 year review.   
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CONSENT AGENDA: (enacted by one motion) 
 
APPROVED REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 6, 2021 
 
APPROVED DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR RE-ZONING APPLICATION 1-11-21, PONS/BURKE 
COUNTY HABITAT ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2022, 6:00 P.M., VALDESE TOWN HALL 
 
APPROVED DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR CDBG CLOSEOUT ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 
2022, 6:00 P.M., VALDESE TOWN HALL 
 
Councilman Ogle made a motion to approve the aforementioned items on the Consent Agenda, seconded 
by Councilwoman Hildebran. The vote was unanimous. 
 
End Consent Agenda 
 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA: None 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEES & PROMOTION: Police Chief Jack Moss introduced Police 
Officer Caleb Mace.  Public Services Director Greg Padgett introduced Street Maintenance Worker Derek 
Estes and Utility Field Technician Nathan Barajas.  Town Manager Seth Eckard congratulated David 
Andersen, who was promoted to Parks & Recreation Director.  
 
VALDESE ABC STORE PRESENTATION: Karen Caruso, Manager of the Valdese ABC Store, thanked 
Council for the loan agreement they approved in November 2013 in the amount of $162,775.00.  Ms. Caruso 
happily presented a check to the Town of Valdese for the final principal payment of $35,000.00.  
 
MCGALLIARD CREEK BRIDGE PROJECT PRESENTATION: Before his presentation, Parks and 
Recreation Director David Andersen asked Beth Heile to share something with Council.  Ms. Heile shared 
the background of Lakeside Park that started back in 2013 and said that the number one thing people 
wanted that came out of a survey was to connect McGalliard Falls to Valdese Lakeside Park.  Ms. Heile 
shared that a bridge will allow that wish to happen as well as becoming a tourist attraction.  Ms. Heile 
presented the town with a $50,000 check going towards the bridge.   
 
Mr. Andersen presented the following presentation: 
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AWARD OF BID FOR MCGALLIARD CREEK BRIDGE PRJECT: During his presentation, Parks and 
Recreation Director David Andersen, presented an award of bid for the construction of the suspension-
style bridge.  Mr. Andersen shared that he recommended the award to go to Beanstalk Bridges/Builders 
of Morganton, in the amount of $150,000 total cost. 
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Councilman Mears made a motion to approve the Award of Bid to Beanstalk Bridges/Builders, LLC, 
seconded by Councilman Thompson.  The vote was unanimous.   
 
Councilwoman Hildebran thanked the Friends of the Valdese Recreation and Beth Heile as their leader for 
all they have done.  Councilwoman Hildebran asked if bicycles could go across the bridge, and Ms. Heile 
said yes.  Mayor Watts also thanked Beth Heile and everything she has done for the Town.   
 
CONTRACT FOR MCGILL ASSOCIATES CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT: RJ Mozeley with McGill 
Associates presented a contract for the construction management on the bridge project.  Mr. Mozeley 
shared that that means they will assist the Town in construction administration through the project’s 
construction phase.  Mr. Mozeley said McGill Associates would be the eyes and ears, independent of the 
contractor to be present to make sure everything is built according to the plans.  Councilwoman Hildebran 
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asked if these funds would come from the grants and donated money.  Town Manager Seth Eckard said 
yes, no Town funds are being used.  Town Attorney Tim Swanson has reviewed the contract. 
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Councilman Ogle made a motion to approve the Contract with McGill Associates as presented, seconded 
by Councilwoman Lowman.  The vote was unanimous.   
 
PRESENTATION OF FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE: Phil Church and 
Rick Hammer of Lowdermilk Church, & Co., informed Council that we had an A-133 audit that creates more 
compliance work.  Mr. Hammer reviewed the following highlight sheets: 
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Mr. Hammer shared that from 2020 to 2021 there was a substantial increase of the unassigned fund balance 
percentage.   

 
Mr. Hammer shared that the increase of the Capital Contributions in 2021 was due to Utility Fund Capital 
projects and the federal money the Town received from the State.  Mr. Hammer shared that any new debt 
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has to go through the Local Government Commission and approved.  Town Manager Seth Eckard asked 
what kind of financial shape the Town was currently in.  Mr. Church stated that overall it was very good. 
 
CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE AMENDMENT: Town Manager Seth Eckard presented the following 
Capital Project Ordinance Amendment: 

 
Councilman Ogle made a motion to approve the aforementioned project ordinance amendment, 
seconded by Councilwoman Hildebran.  The vote was unanimous.  
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: Town Manager Seth Eckard made the following announcements: 
 
Bluegrass at the Rock presents: Tim Raybon, Saturday, January 8, 2022, at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Coffee with the Chief, Thursday, January 13, 2022, 9:00 a.m. at Old World Baking Company 
 
Special Council Employee Insurance Workshop scheduled for Thursday, January 13, 2022, 10:00 a.m. at 
the Town Hall Community Room 
 
Town Offices Will Be Closed on Monday, January 17, 2022, in Observance of Martin Luther King Jr., Day 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilman Ogle asked if the agenda would be published earlier.  
Mayor Watts shared that the agendas would be published the Tuesday before the Monday Council meeting 
starting in April. 
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Councilman Ogle also asked how we could show our Council meetings live on the internet.  Mr. Eckard 
said we could look at it during our budget workshops.  
 
Councilwoman Hildebran thanked our Police Department for their Boots on the Ground effort.  Ms. 
Hildebran also shared that she was impressed with Code Enforcement Officer Dylan Hicks and asked for 
an update on 808 Colonial Street. Mr. Eckard shared that we went through the process of fining her, and 
she paid her fines, but now it has started over. Mr. Eckard shared that he is looking for a volunteer group 
to help her clean things up.  The property owner has agreed to it if we can find someone to help. Councilman 
Thompson asked about the property at the West end of Main Street.  Officer Hicks said that workers had 
been out working, but sometimes they had to wait on the material.  Councilman Ogle asked for an update 
on the property on Church Street.  Officer Hicks is in the process of trying to get a hold of the property 
owners, but he did talk to the people living there.   
 
Mayor Watts reminded Council of the January 26, 27, & 28, 2022, newly elected officials’ training class.  
Mayor Watts also reminded Council of the Public Safety building public meeting on February 15, 2022, and 
it would be posted on the website and social media.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:  At 7:11 p.m., there being no further business to come before Council, Councilman Ogle 
made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Hildebran.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
The next meeting is a regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, February 7, 2022, 6:00 p.m., Valdese Town 
Hall. 
 
___________________________________                                   ___________________________________ 
        Town Clerk        Mayor 
 
jl  
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TOWN OF VALDESE 
TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
JANUARY 13, 2022 
 
The Town of Valdese Town Council met on Thursday, January 13, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., in the Community 
Room at Town Hall, 102 Massel Avenue SW, Valdese, North Carolina.  The following were present:  Mayor 
Leonard “Charlie” Watts, Councilwoman Frances Hildebran, Councilwoman Rexanna Lowman, 
Councilman Keith Ogle and Councilman Paul Mears. Also present were: Town Manager Seth Eckard, Town 
Clerk Jessica Lail and Finance Director Bo Weichel. 
 
Absent: Councilman J. Andrew Thompson 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
Mayor Watts called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
DWAYNE WILSON: Dwayne Wilson with Dwayne Wilson Insurance & Financial Services gave Council a 
background of his experience as a community servant and insurance broker.  Mr. Wilson has been in the 
insurance business for 37 years.  Mr. Wilson explained that he decided last year to merge his agencies 
with a larger firm named The Hilb Group.  This group has approximately 200 agencies and around 4,000 
employees. Mr. Wilson did this to have more resources and platforms.  Mr. Wilson’s office consists of eleven 
full-time employees, five part-time employees, and four outside brokers.  Mr. Wilson went over all the 
different wellness programs, employer-sponsored solutions, voluntary benefits solutions, and plans that he 
offers. Mr. Wilson shared that over the ten years he has been the broker for the Town of Valdese, he has 
created Wellness Fairs, Flu Shot Clinics, and a variety of Lunch and Learn Seminars for the employees.  
Town Manager Seth Eckard asked Mr. Wilson if he can provide the insurance rates sooner.  Mr. Wilson 
explained that he has to work with the insurance providers to get rates as low as possible; it has to play 
out.  Mr. Wilson went over the last ten years’ medical plans and rates he has provided the Town.  Mr. Wilson 
feels that his company is the most well-rounded agency for the Town to pick to represent our needs. 
Councilwoman Hildebran expressed her appreciation to Mr. Wilson for all he has done for the Town of 
Valdese.   
 
GLENN WINTERS: Glenn Winters with Glenn Winters Insurance shared with Council that he started in the 
insurance business about 40 years ago.  Mr. Winters started working for Blue Cross Blue Shield and then 
started his own agency. Mr. Winters has been through many trainings and knows the business very well.  
Mr. Winters feels that service is the most important aspect of a broker.  Mr. Winters gave an overview of 
his clients in the surrounding area.  Mr. Winters shared after looking over the Town’s current plan that he 
would strongly encourage a dual option.  Town Manager Seth Eckard said we have had that option in the 
past, but only a few employees took advantage of it.  Mr. Winters also shared that you can do a dual option 
on the dental plan.  Employees could buy up to a $2,000 maximum if they needed more than the current 
$1,000 plan.  Mr. Winters explained how the negotiations work for renewals and some of his past 
experiences.  Mr. Winters shared that he has very good relationships with Blue Cross Blue Shield but will 
always bid out to other carriers for the best rate. Mr. Winters stated that he genuinely cares and does his 
very best to take care of his clients, and he would do the same for the Town of Valdese.  Mr. Winters shared 
that he and his office will take care of whatever services we need.  Finally, there was a brief discussion on 
when Mr. Winters could provide the staff rates for the budgeting process.  
 
JASON BRADSHAW: Jason Bradshaw with USI Insurance Services shared that USI is a national 
insurance brokerage and consulting firm with approximately 200 local offices across the United States.  Mr. 
Bradshaw shared that USI Charlotte has been serving the local community since 1979 and listed several 
Cities and Towns he currently services in North and South Carolina.  Mr. Bradshaw shared that he has 
been with USI for six years, and before that, he worked for Blue Cross Blue Shield for over ten years. Mr. 
Bradshaw is the Account Executive that would manage the Town.  Mr. Bradshaw introduced Jennifer Davis, 
who is also an Account Manager and would help support Valdese and Shannon Buckner, the Employee 
Benefits Leader.  Mr. Buckner shared that USI Charlotte has a team behind the main team to provide 
resources such as a Senior Underwriting Consultant, Communication Specialists, Compliance Consultant, 
Pharmaceutical expert, and a Population Health Manager. Mr. Bradshaw shared that he would create an 
annual strategy overview for us to know what is coming up each month.  Mr. Bradshaw would provide us 
with a monthly dashboard report that would give us data and constant communication throughout the year.  
Mr. Bradshaw explained to Council how he negotiates the rates and when we would get our renewal rates. 

36 of 75



January 13, 2022, MB#31 

748 

Mr. Buckner shared that USI has an advantage because of their relationships with Blue Cross Blue Shield 
and the amount of business they bring to them.  Mr. Buckner explained the importance of having an effective 
wellness program and employees engaging in preventive care.  Mr. Bradshaw shared the different 
resources for the employees and HR team that include use of a USI mobile app, custom communication 
tools, on-demand and video content, new hire booklets, and the benefit resource center who provide claim 
appeals and any other questions or issues the employees have. Mr. Buckner shared that the Town would 
receive two hours a month in employment legal advice.   
 
DISCUSSION: HR Director Jessica Lail shared with Council that the Admin leadership team was interested 
in learning more from USI after attending an insurance meeting.  Ms. Lail explained that it was suggested 
to hear from three different brokers, including Valdese’s current broker.  Council discussed the ten-year 
relationship the Town has had with current broker Dwayne Wilson and what a great job he has done.  In 
addition, there was discussion on improvements that needed to be made with receiving the renewal rates 
earlier and past issues with the last open enrollment.  Ms. Lail expressed her interest in USI because of the 
many resources they had for her as a HR Director and for the employees but has worked well with Dwayne 
Wilson and team.  Council suggested staff check with other Municipalities and Burke County to reference 
Jason Bradshaw with USI.  Council will make a decision whether to stay with Dwayne Wilson or change 
brokers over the next several days.  No action or vote was taken. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  At 12:34 p.m., there being no further business to come before Council, Councilwoman 
Lowman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Mears.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
The next meeting is a regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, February 7, 2022, 6:00 p.m., Valdese Town 
Hall. 
 
___________________________________                                   ___________________________________ 
        Town Clerk        Mayor 
 
jl  
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Memo 
To: Jessica Lail, Town Clerk 

From: Lisa Helton 

cc: Mayor & Town Council 

Date: February 4, 2022 

Re: Public Hearing for Community Block Grant Closeout 
  
 
The Public Hearing is to receive public comment for the closeout of the Scattered Site Housing 
Project, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Number 17-C-2986.  This grant 
rehabilitated six houses in the city limits of Valdese.  CDBG funds provided 93% of the total 
expenditures. The total budget was CDBG $350,600 and local funds for $25,000.    Five of the 
homeowners were low-income elderly citizens of Valdese, and they were all very appreciative of 
the rehab work done on their houses.  One household was a low-income family with two 
children.  This program improved their quality of life with the housing upgrades made to their 
home.  No action is required for the closeout.  
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VALDESE TOWN COUNCIL 
ZONING MAP AMENDMENT CONSISTENCY STATEMENT 

 
 
On February 7, 2022, the Valdese Town Council met to consider Rezoning Petition 1-11-21 and 
receive a recommendation from the Valdese Planning Board. Upon consideration, the Valdese 
Town Council finds: 
 

1. The four parcels under consideration are identified as R-8 Residential by the Valdese Vision:  
A Land Use Action Plan for the Future land use map. 

 

2. The R-8 Residential District permits high-density residential development areas. Permitted 
residential development includes single-family, two-family (duplexes), Class A Manufacturing 
(double-wide), modular, multi-family buildings. 

 
3. The four parcels are contiguous with residential uses, similar to planned.      

 
4. The lots exceed the minimum lot size requirement of the R-8 Residential District. The minimum 

lot size for the R-8 Residential District is 8,000 square feet or 0.18 acres. 

 

5. Any improvements to the properties will be required to follow all applicable development 
regulations.   

 

6. Public infrastructure currently in place in the area is sufficient to handle the development 
possible on the subject’s property. Public Works identifies waterlines along Margaret Street 
NW and Church Street NW and a sewer line along Margaret Street. 

 

7. Development of the lots for residential uses will have minimal impact on existing traffic along 
Margaret Street NW and Church Street NW. The average daily traffic count is 56 vehicles per 
day. 

 
 

8. Development on the subject’s property will require adherence to all local, county, and state 
regulations related to the action to ensure proper protections are provided to surrounding 
residents and property owners as prescribed by law. 
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Based upon the recommendation of the Valdese Planning Board and the findings from the public 
hearing, the Valdese Town Council has found Rezoning Petition 1-11-21 to be consistent with the 
Valdese Vision: A Land Use Action Plan for the Future and approves the petition.   
 
 
__________________________   ________________ 
Charles Watts, Mayor    Date 
    
 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

A Notice of Public hearing appeared in the News-Herald on January 26, 2022, and February 
2, 2022. In addition, adjoining property owners received the hearing notices by first-class 
mailings. Staff posted the Notice of Public Hearing on the properties. 
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Town of Valdese 

Community Affairs 

Memo 
To: Town Council  

From: Morrissa Angi  

cc: Seth Eckard 

Date: 1/28/2022 

Re: Award of Bid for Permeant Stage 

Attached you will find three bids for the construction of a permanent stage at Temple Field. 
Funding has been secured through various donations and the cost savings from annual stage 
rentals. The attached packet includes the project outline provided to all contractors with images 
and a bid comparison sheet.  

Based on the correspondence with all three contractors and the details provided in their 
estimates, it is staff’s recommendation to go with the lowest bid – Houck Contracting, LLC.  

Thank you for your consideration of this project.  
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Specifications Provided to Contractors By CA Hefner Construction Jeff McGee & Brent Lowman Houck Contracting 

Construct Stage Platform 20' deep x30' long x 2' tall YES YES YES

Concrete with 1 loading ramp

Construct Concrete Dance Floor joining stage flush with field YES YES YES

40' long x 16' deep x 4" thick

Construct & Install Roofing Structure - post & beam style YES YES YES

with metal roofing material

Construct 2' tall wall to border rear of the covered stage area YES YES YES

Minor Grading to level area YES YES YES

Electrical - YES YES YES with extras included

1. Wiring & Breaker Panel - from meter at Teachers Cottage $10,050.00

2. 2 Outdoor Ceiling Fans Emergency Lighting 

3. Work Lighting Fixtures Theatrical Lighting

4. 220/50 amp outlet for sound needs

5. Outlets along the roof at the front & along the rear wall

Permitting & Inspections YES YES YES

Stage & Dance Floor Cost:  $44,500.00 $47,000.00 $35,900.00

Add ons:  

Waldensian Style rock work similar to Old Rock School Not included on quote $8,000.00 $7,500.00

1. Install rock façade around 2' tall rise of the stage if contracted separately 

2. Install rock columns half way up the supporting columns $9,000.00

Total Quote:  $53,500.00 $55,000.00 $53,450.00

Contractor Notes: Start end Feb. - Finish mid-April No Response Received 
Start mid-February with completion 

estimated mid to late March 

Rostan Family Foundation $30,000.00

Historic Valdese Foundation $10,000.00

UNC Health - Blue Ridge $5,000.00

Wright Way Dance $1,000.00

College Pines with Grace Heights Health & Rehab $5,000.00

Town of Valdese (Budget Savings from Stage Rental) $5,000.00

Total Donations $56,000.00

Additional Funds raised will go toward landscaping, banners, and sponsor recognition. 

Family Friday Nights - Stage at Temple Field

Donations:  
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COUNCIL AGENDA MEMO 
 
To:   Town Clerk 
 

From:    Bo D. Weichel / CFO 
 

Agenda:  2/8/2022   
 

 
 
REQUEST  
 
Accept and approve the audit contract for FY22 with Lowdermilk Church & Co., LLP. 
 
BACKGROUND  

The Town has utilized the services of Lowdermilk Church & Co. for the past several years with 
excellent results. This firm was also contracted to produce the Town’s Financial Statements. 

ANALYSIS  
 
The North Carolina Local Government Commission (LGC) does not enforce formal bid 
requirements for auditing services due to the professional relationship formed between auditors 
and clients over an extended work history.  The Secretary of the Local Government Commission 
approves all local government contracts for audit or audit-related work.   
 
Lowdermilk Church & Co. offers a competitive rate for their services and is widely known for their 
professional staff and service throughout the local government community.  The proposed fees 
for the Town for fiscal years ending June 30, 2022 is $16,800. This price reflects a $490 increase 
over the prior year due to additional compliance reporting requirements in respects to ARP 
funding. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends approval to accept the contract for auditing services with Lowdermilk Church & 
Co. 
 
BUDGET ANALYSIS: 
 
Budgetary Action Yes No 
Is a Budget Amendment required?   
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Monday, February 7, 2022

10

Decrease/ Increase/
Account Debit Credit

10.3350.000 30,000

$0 $30,000

Increase/ Decrease/
Account Debit Credit

10.6250.740 30,000

$30,000 $0

Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the Governing Board, to the Budget Officer and the
Finance Officer for their direction.

Amounts appropriated for expenditure are hereby amended as follows:

Description
Captial Outlay

Total

Section II:

Section I:
The following revenues available to the Town will be increased:

Description
Donations

Total

Proposed Action:
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Town of Valdese that, pursuant to Section 15 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina,
the following amendment is made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022:

Valdese Town Council Meeting

Budget Amendment #

Subject: Donation for Stage project

Description: To accept a private donation to the stage project behind Old Rock School
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