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TOWN OF VALDESE  
TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
AUGUST 3, 2020 
 

The Town of Valdese Town Council met on Monday, August 3, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., in the Town Council 
Chambers at Town Hall, 102 Massel Avenue SW, Valdese, North Carolina.  The following were present:  
Mayor John F. “Chip” Black, Jr., Councilman Keith Ogle, Councilwoman Frances Hildebran, Councilwoman 
Susan Stevenson, Councilman J. Andrew Thompson, and Councilman Roy F. Sweezy. Also present were: 
Town Attorney Marc Mitchell, Town Manager Seth Eckard, Deputy Town Clerk Jessica Lail, and various 
department heads. 
 

Absent: None.  
 

A quorum was present. 
 

Mayor Black called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. He offered the invocation and led in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag.  
 
OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT: No comments 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: (enacted by one motion) 
 

APPROVED REGULAR MEETING AND CLOSED SESSION MINUTES OF JUNE 29, 2020 
 

Councilman Ogle made a motion to approve the aforementioned items on the Consent Agenda, seconded 
by Councilwoman Stevenson.  The vote was unanimous. 
 

End Consent Agenda 
 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA: None 
 
WPCOG CODE ENFORCEMENT UPDATE: Code Enforcement Officer Todd Justice updated Council on 
401 Bass Street.  Mr. Justice shared a re-cap starting back on February 19th, 2020 when Ronnie Carver 
was issued a Notice of Violation for nuisance, unsanitary stagnate water, plant overgrowth, construction 
materials, trash/waste, and three junk vehicles.  Mr. Carver cannot read so Mr. Justice worked with his son 
as well, walking through the property showing them what needed to be completed.  Mr. Justice gave the 
Carver’s until March 18th, 2020 to get everything cleaned up.  After that deadline had passed, Mr. Justice 
issued the Carver’s with an Order to Remove on March 19th, 2020. Mr. Carver had ten days to comply 
and/or appeal to the Town.  On March 21st, 2020, Mr. Carver did appeal with Planning Director Larry 
Johnson.  Mr. Justice shared that on May 28th, 2020, the Board of Adjustments met for the hearing.  The 
Board of Adjustments voted to uphold the order to remove items from the property.  Mr. Justice began the 
process to find a contractor to clean up the property.  Mr. Justice put up a notice on the cars that were going 
to be towed.  After the Carver’s saw that, they chained the gates to the property.  Mr. Justice went to the 
Burke County Magistrates office and got an Administrative search warrant to enter the property to confirm 
or deny that the owner of the property had complied.  Mr. Justice shared they worked five-six hours on 
Friday and Saturday cleaning up the property.  The Carver’s wanted to save some of the items for scrap 
metal and Mr. Justice made a deal with them and gave more time for them to clean.  The items were never 
cleaned up so Mr. Justice had the contractor come back and remove.  Mr. Justice shared that if it hadn’t 
been for the COVID crisis this process would have been completed in a more timely manner.  Mr. Justice 
shared that if he would have to do it over, he would have included the house, pond, and the backside of the 
property.   
 
Councilman Ogle shared that the Carver’s have moved a lot of items to 708 Church Street.  Mr. Justice 
shared that he has started the process on that property.  Councilman Ogle shared that there was no power 
going from the house at 708 Church Street to the small shack behind it that the Carver’s are living in.  
Councilman Ogle asked if that was legal and Mr. Justice did not know the answer.  Mr. Justice will find out.   
 
Councilwoman Hildebran asked for an update on the 909 Main Street property.  Mr. Justice shared that 
Richard Deal sold the property to a Mr. Johnson in Virginia who passed away two weeks after he bought 
the property.  The property is now in an estate.  Mr. Johnson’s sister is going through the process to sell 
the property.  Mr. Justice explained that we cannot do anything with the property until it has a new owner.  
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APPROVED UPPDATED BBP WATER TANK INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT: President of Burke 
Development Alan Wood shared with Council that the bids for the water tank are in and before they can be 
executed the partners in the Burke Business Park would have to approve this updated interlocal agreement.   
The interlocal agreement covers the building of the tank and what happens after.  Mr. Wood shared that if 
they get started in August with the construction if would be completed by November 2021. 
 
NORTH CAROLINA BURKE COUNTY 
  
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT CONCERNING CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A WATER TANK 
FOR THE BURKE BUSINESS PARK 
  
THIS INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT is made and entered into this 21st day of July, 2020, by and between 
the COUNTY OF BURKE, a body politic and corporate and a political division of the State of North Carolina 
(hereafter, the "County"); and the CITY OF MORGANTON, a municipal corporation organized and existing 
under the laws of the State of North Carolina (hereafter, the "City"); and also the BURKE PARTNERSHIP 
FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INC., the TOWN OF VALDESE, a municipal corporation organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of North Carolina (hereinafter, "Valdese"), the TOWN OF 
RUTHERFORD COLLEGE, a municipal corporation organized and existing under  the laws of the State of 
North Carolina (hereinafter, "Rutherford College"), and the TOWN OF DREXEL, a municipal corporation 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of North Carolina (hereinafter, "Drexel"), join as additional 
parties to this Agreement; 
 
8. Funds  Generated  From  the  Project.  The parties agree that  income may  be generated from the 
Water Tank by leasing space on the tank for  third-party placement of antennas, or from similar placements 
upon the tank.  Any such income so generated,  shall  be  considered  and  used  to   reimburse   the 
Governmental Partners for payments advanced for the Project in the same way and in the same ratio as 
BPED unrestricted funds, proceeds from the sale of Burke Business Park lots, and ad valorem  property 
taxes  are pledged to be used for reimbursement pursuant to the Amendment to lnterlocal Development 
Agreement  for  Burke  Business  Park  dated  November 22, 2019 (the "BBP Amendment"). Upon 
reimbursement  in full of the participating Governmental Partners, funds so generated shall be placed  in 
the Common Fund for such uses as provided in the BBP Agreement. 
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Any funds generated from the sale or rental of the tank, or from scrapping the tank or other components, 
shall likewise be used to reimburse the participating Governmental Partners. Upon reimbursement in full of 
the participating Governmental Partners, funds so generated shall be placed in the Common Fund for such 
uses as provided in the BBP Agreement. 
 
9. Rights and Obligations of the County.  In addition to the foregoing, the County: 
 
(a) Agrees to continue to serve as applicant and owner for this Grant and any other grants for the 
Project; 
 
(b) Agrees to receive and accept all Grant funds as set forth above and to apply the same to the 
completion of the Project as required under the terms of the Grant; 
 
(c) Agrees to provide its share of any local matching funds required by the terms of the Grant received 
in connection with the Project; 
 
(d) Agrees that the City shall become the owner of the real property on which the Project is constructed, 
including the 500,000 gallon elevated water storage tank and associated infrastructure, upon completion of 
the Project, and with the written consent of the other local government owners of BDI, as evidenced by their 
execution of this Agreement.  Title shall be as a fee simple determinable, subject to defeasance if said 
property ceases to be used as the location of the Water Tank. 
 
10. Rights and Obligations of the City.  In addition to the foregoing, the City: 
  
(a) Agrees to perform all its responsibilities under the West agreements; and to make the County a 
party to the West agreements, or assign to the County such rights thereunder as the County may request, 
to complete the Project; 
 
(b) Agrees, upon completion of the Project, to accept transfer of ownership of the Project, including 
the elevated water tank and all necessary and related infrastructure; 
 
(c) Agrees, upon completion of the Project, to be responsible for all operation, repairs and maintenance 
and costs associated therewith of the elevated water tank and associated infrastructure (except for the 
placement or replacement  of any marketing messages upon the water tank), and for removal and/or 
replacement of the tank and other infrastructure when appropriate; to maintain the elevated water tank and 
associated infrastructure in proper working order and good repair so that fire protection and water service 
for the Burke Business Park is always available; to maintain insurance upon the elevated water tank and 
associated infrastructure to its full insurable value, with BDI being named as an additional insured; and 
 
(d) Agrees to provide its share of any local matching funding required by the terms of the Grant 
received in connection with the Project, which "match" may be in the form of the value of any services 
provided by City employees or agents, and at least $75,000 of which shall be its payment to West 
Consultants, PLLC, for design work and contract management; and 
 
(e) Agrees to collaborate and cooperate with the County in all matters pertaining to the County's Grant 
set forth above, on all matters pertaining to the Project prior to completion of the same and for the close out 
of any above-referenced grant and subsequent transfer of ownership to the City; and to keep the County 
and BDI fully informed of all income sources and revenues set forth in Section 8, above; and to promptly 
turn over to BDI all such funds for distribution as provided in Section 8 and the BBP Amendment; and 
 
11. Rights and Obligations of BDI. In addition to the foregoing, BDI: 
 
(a) Agrees, immediately upon completion of the Project and receipt of the written consent of the other 
local government owners of BDI, to convey to the City, by warranty deed, title in fee simple determinable 
to a tract of approximately  one and one-half (1Y2)  acres of real property,  upon 
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which the elevated water tank is located. The exact dimensions of the tract to be conveyed, which shall be 
sufficient in size to fully accommodate the tank and any associated ground structures, shall be established 
by survey and incorporated into the deed description. 
 
(b) Agrees to collaborate and cooperate with the County and the City in all matters pertaining to the 
obligations of the County or the City set forth above, on all matters pertaining to the Project prior to and 
after completion of the same, and for the close-out of the above-referenced grant and subsequent transfer 
of ownership to the City. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this I n te r loca l  Agreement 
to be executed by their authorized representatives and sealed by their authorized 
officers, and by the authority duly given, the day and year first above written. 

 
 This the 3rd day of August, 2020. 
 
                                                 TOWN OF VALDESE 
 
                                                  By: /s/ Mayor 
Attest: /s/ Clerk 
 

Councilman Ogle made a motion to approve the aforementioned resolution, seconded by Councilman 
Thompson. The vote was unanimous.  
 
AWARD OF BID – STREET PAVING PROJECT: Public Service Director Greg Padgett presented the 
following bid tabulation prepared by West Consultants for the Street Paving Project of the following streets: 
Springwood Dr. NE & Oakland Ct NE, Ervin Ave NE, and Becker Ave NE. The lowest bidder was Midstate 
Contractors Inc., Hickory NC, in the amount of $431,974.50.  Other bids were:  
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Mr. Padgett shared that the streets chosen to be paved were identified by the paving committee and the 
roads picked fit within the budget.  Councilwoman Hildebran expressed concern with the condition of Harris 
Ave. that goes to the proposed Subdivision Edelweiss.  Councilwoman Hildebran felt the road needed to 
be resurfaced if a subdivision would go there.  Mr. Padgett shared the next cycle of roads to be paved 
would be in three years. 
 
Councilman Ogle made a motion to award the bid to the lowest bidder, Midstate Contractors Inc., Hickory, 
NC, in the amount of $431,974.50, seconded by Councilwoman Hildebran.  The vote was unanimous.   
 
DISCUSSION OF TRIPLE COMMUNITY PROPERTY, 1492 DREXEL RD.: Public Service Director Greg 
Padgett discussed the idea of selling the Triple Community Property and taking some of the funds to put 
into the IA building, located at 305 Church St. NW, to get it in usable condition.  The IA building may be 
used for Public Works storage and the upstairs could be used by other departments. Mayor Black explained 
the process of selling the property.  Councilwoman Hildebran asked if the debt of $541,000 on the property 
had been paid off. Mr. Padgett explained it was not specifically on the property but the waterlines.  Finance 
Director Bo Weichel shared that the remaining debt on the waterlines was $295,000.  There is no debt on 
the building.  Councilwoman Hildebran asked if we should put some of the money into our current Public 
Works facility.  Mr. Padgett explained that there is no room to grow at the current facility.  All of the 
equipment has been moved out of the property.  Attorney Marc Mitchell asked staff to look into the Deed of 
Trust.   
 
Councilman Ogle made a motion to surplus the property, seconded by Councilwoman Hildebran.  The vote 
was unanimous.   
 
FINAL PLAT APPROVAL EDELWEISS SUBDIVISION: Planning Director Larry Johnson presented the 
final plat approval for Edelweiss Subdivision; preliminary plat approval was given at the June 3, 2019, 
Council meeting. Mr. Johnson explained to Council the process of Plat Approval.  Mr. Johnson shared that 
the street (Harris) will be resurfaced to meet the street requirements for a Subdivision.  This will be a public 
street. Mr. Johnson shared that the cost estimate for construction would be $113,800.  This would include 
the widening of the street, adding cul-de-sacs, and asphalt overlay.  Mr. Johnson explained that Cold Creek 
Investments would be presenting the Town with a performance guarantee cash deposit of $145,000.  This 
amount represents 125% of the total infrastructure cost based on the Town’s Engineer calculations.  The 
agreement states that the competition date would be April 30, 2021.  Mr. Johnson explained the Deed 
Restrictions for the Edelweiss Subdivision.   
 
Mark Rostan with Cold Creek Investments shared with Council that construction, if approved, would start 
possibly this fall.  Mr. Rostan explained that the houses can be different styles but have to stay within the 
size range required.  The cost construction for the homes would be in the range of $200,000-$250,000.   
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Councilman Ogle made a motion to approve Edelweiss Subdivision Final Plat as presented, seconded by 
Councilwoman Stevenson.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
BUDGET AMENDMENT: Finance Director Bo Weichel presented the following budget amendment to 
Council: 

 
 
Councilwoman Hildebran asked why the sign was being placed at Forest Dr. because the issue was coming 
from the curve on Laurel close to Main Street.  Chief of Police Jack Moss explained that the sign can go 
anywhere on Laurel that Forest was only a suggestion.   After a brief discussion, Town Manager Seth 
Eckard suggested that Planning Director Larry Johnson and Public Service Director Greg Padgett find the 
appropriate place to put the sign.   
  
Councilman Sweezy made a motion to approve the aforementioned budget amendment, seconded by 
Councilwoman Hildebran.  The vote was as follows: Thompson - Aye, Hildebran - Aye, Sweezy - Aye, 
Stevenson - Aye, and Ogle – Nay. 
 
CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE AMENDMENT: Finance Director Bo Weichel presented the following 
capital project ordinance amendment to Council: 
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Councilwoman Hildebran made a motion to approve the aforementioned capital project ordinance 
amendment, seconded by Councilman Ogle.  The vote was unanimous.  
 
WATER & WAST WATER PLANT PROJECT UPDATES: Public Service Director Greg Padgett 
presented the following update: 
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PARKS & RECREATION PROJECT UPDATES: Parks and Recreation Director Doug Knight presented 
the following presentation update: 
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MANAGER’S REPORT: Town Manager Seth Eckard made the following announcements: 
 
Town offices will be closed on Monday, September 7, 2020 in Observance of Labor Day. 
 
The 45th Annual Waldensian Festival and the Family Friday Night Summer Concert Series have been 
officially canceled for the year.  
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS: Councilwoman Hildebran asked what the Town did with the surplus 
money that was reported in the reading material.  Town Manager Seth Eckard shared that it goes into the 
General Fund, fund balance.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  At 7:39 p.m., there being no further business to come before Council, Councilman Ogle 
made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman Stevenson.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
The next regular Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 6 p.m., due to Labor Day 
Holiday. 
 

 
___________________________________                                   ___________________________________ 
        Town Clerk        Mayor 
jl  


